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Just A Footnote 

During the fiscal year 1916, A.M. Burton, Chief of the Plant Industry Division of  the 

Philippine Bureau of Agriculture, mentioned that the various citrus fruits planted in the 

Lamao Experimental Station continued to make progress.1  Interesting enough, 

although probably just a historical footnote, among the 112 native budded citrus trees 

included a pomelo variety called Gaerlan.2  In another article, Peter Johnson Wester, 

horticulturist in charge of the Lamao Experimental Station, listed  a “citrus decamuna, 

Gaerlan” variety in his study of the presence of the citrus canker disease among the 

citrus collection of the said Lamao Experimental Station.3  Was a citrus, of a pomelo 

variety, found in the Lamao station named after Senator “grandpa” Juan Lorenzana 

Gaerlan? 4 

According to the official Philippine Senate profile of Senator Juan Gaerlan, grandpa 

Juan was an assistant agricultural inspector, Bureau of Agriculture (1913-1916); and 

Agricultural inspector and farm adviser, same bureau, (1916-1920).5  As per Adriano 

Hernandez, director of Agriculture, Juan Gaerlan succeeded Mr. W.K. Cropper as 

officer in charge of the Mountain Province and Nueva Vizcaya demonstration project, in 

the 4th quarter of 1918. Mr. Gaerlan was assisted by Macario Guerzon, Modesto Direge 

and Leon Calika, all assistant agricultural inspectors.6  
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Given that both Burton and Wester mentioned the citrus Gaerlan (1916-1917) during the 

same period that grandpa Juan was employed by the bureau (1913-1920), then it 

seems probable that a citrus was indeed named after grandpa Juan. Are there other 

clues which might help us determine the exact connection between grandpa Juan and 

this citrus Gaerlan? 

Citrus Fruits in Lamao, Bataan 

According to Burton (1917, p.392-393), aside from citrus fruits, the Lamao station 

carried work for various tropical fruits, avocados, mangoes, pineapples, papaya, coffee, 

nursery and plant distribution, root crops, vegetables, livestock, and other agriculture 

support and extension activities. For citrus, the Lamao station had a collection of around 

452 not budded trees with 86 serial numbers planted in fields N & O of the station. 

Burton mentioned ten native citrus fruits which were collected by the horticulturist in 

charge during his trip to the Mountain Province and Nueva Vizcaya (1917, p.396). While 

not mentioned by name, we assume that Burton was referring to P.J. Wester who was 

horticulturist in charge of the Lamao Station. Is it possible that P.J. Wester got the 

specimen of one of native citrus from the Mountain province from no other than grandpa 

Juan?  

P.J. Wester, in a table showing the degree of infection of the citrus canker in the Lamao 

citrus collection, listed specimen number 5146 with a botanical name of “citrus 

decumana, “Gaerlan.” In the remarks section of the said table for this citrus Gaerlan, 

Wester mentioned the Gaerlan as a “Panuban” variety from Bontoc, Mountain Province. 

Unfortunately, nothing more is said of this Gaerlan variety of Panuban. However, in the 

same remarks column, we find another citrus decumana of the “Panuban” variety from 

Lias, Mountain Province as well.7  P.J. Wester, in an earlier 1915 report, Citrus Fruits of 

the Philippines, described in detail the Panuban variety from Lias, Bontoc.  
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“ PANUBAN A spiny tree, 3 to 4 meters tall of robust growth; young 

growth pubescent; leaves 12 to 17 centimeters long, 4.7 to 8 centimeters 

wide, oblong ovate, crenate, coriaceous; base rounded; petiole 15 to 23 

millimeters long, wing margins narrow, at most 18 millimeters broad, and 

cuneiform; flowers not seen; fruit 5.7 centimeters long, 7 centimeters in 

transverse diameter, oblate, with shallow apical cavity; surface smooth, 

lemon yellow; skin very thin; pulp contained in 11 to 12 locules, 

yellowish, fairly juicy, subacid, acidity and sweetness well blended, 

aromatic and well flavored; seeds large, polyembryonic. The panuban is 

said to bloom about New Year and the fruit ripens in September to 

November; the trees are reported to be very prolific. The panuban has 

been reported only from Lias, Bontoc, where half a dozen trees are said 

to grow. Possibly the panuban may be an accidental hybrid between the 

pomelo and the orange or mandarin; if it is simply a mutation it is 

certainly one of the most striking in this species. However this may be, 

the pomelo character is strongly dominant in both the foliage and the 

fruit. Very well flavored, the fruit is too dry to be acceptable to a 

discriminating public, but it is not improbable that under cultivation the 

juiciness would increase. In such a case the panuban might become a 

fruit of commercial importance. B. A. No. 5160 (Lias, Bontoc).” 8 

P.J. Wester noted that the Panuban has only been reported from Lias, Bontoc, where 

only a dozen trees were said to grow. However, in his 1917 article, Wester already 

listed citrus Gaerlan as separate from the Lias Panuban although both were from the 
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Mountain Province. Could grandpa Juan have provided the Panuban variety distinct 

from those coming from Lias and thus the citrus decumana “Gaerlan” botanical name?  

Certainly Mr. Wester and Mr. Gaerlan would have had opportunities to meet during the 

course of their work in the bureau. In fact, P.J. Wester did note how gratified he was 

about his trip to the Mountain Province when he saw the thriving conditions of the 

cherimoya plants due to the efficient collaboration between Juan Gaerlan, agriculture 

inspector in charge of the Lepanto sub-province, and Mr. H. Sandkhul, former staff of 

the Bureau of Forestry.9 

In summary, there is a very high likelihood that the citrus Panuban “Gaerlan” variety 

from Bontoc, Mountain province was named in honor of Juan Gaerlan who was 

agricultural inspector during the same period that the specimen was reported and 

documented.  

The Taste of Citrus Gaerlan. 

Whatever happened to this citrus panuban Gaerlan variety? In the current GRIN 
Taxonomy of Plants database, citrus panuban is listed as Citrus panuban (Wester) 
Tanaka. 10 While the citrus panuban is still linked to the name of P.J. Wester, there are 
no further notes in the GRIN database related to a “Gaerlan” variety. Neither is there a 
mention of the “Lias” variety as well. Could it be that both the Lias and Gaerlan variety 
were not unique or different from each other thus only the category “panuban” 
remained? Even if this is the case, we can certainly point to the role of grandpa Gaerlan 
in the scientific study of the citrus panuban. 

Well, it might be time to visit a Filipino citrus expert so we could determine where to find 
the citrus panuban here in the Philippines. Last Sept 20, 2010, I wrote to Dr.Jesus 
Aspuria, Center Chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry (BPI) – Baguio National Crop 
Research and Development Station, requesting assistance to determine if citrus 
panuban still thrives in the Mountain Province or is already extinct. Unfortunately, I’ve 
not received any response yet.  
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